
 
His offer of salvation, and thus, will have committed the unpardonable sin (Heb 10:26-29).  
Consequently, they will lose eternal life in the Kingdom of God. Those called by God, have 
their names written in the Book of life (Rev 3:5), but if they do not have a love for, and  
ultimately reject God’s truth and His way of life, will have their names removed from the Book  
of life (Rev 20:15), and be subject to a second death (Mal 4:1-3; Rev 20:14; 21:8).  
The incorrigibly wicked will experience the second death, from which there is no hope of 
another resurrection, and consequently, they will never inherit eternal life in the Kingdom of 
God. Therefore, those who are included in the third resurrection, will experience the second 
death, or resurrection of “damnation” or “condemnation,” as referred to by Jesus Christ (Jn 
5:29), or “shame and everlasting contempt,” as spoken of by Daniel the prophet (Dan 12:2). 
This final condemnation, will be closure of justice in God’s plan (Lk 12:2). As mentioned 
previously, God will give everyone a genuine opportunity for salvation, thereby, becoming 
part of His divine family, but not everyone will accept God’s offer of salvation.  
 
Anyone whose name is not found in the Book of life, will be cast into the lake of fire (Rev 
20:14-15). The Lord declares that the incorrigible wicked will be ashes under the feet of the 
righteous, because if these wicked people would inherit everlasting life, they would cause 

both the righteous, and themselves eternal misery. Instead, they will suffer a permanent 

death, in the sense that it is final and irrevocable. In other words, a merciful and loving God 
will compassionately end their lives, and they will cease to exist (Mal 4:1-3). The lake of fire 
is reserved for such people, thus God will spare them from suffering eternal pain and misery, 
by destroying them once and for all (Rev 21:8). (Read tract - ‘Hell And Unquenchable Fire’). 
The Book of Daniel describes the third resurrection, in contrast to the first resurrection (Dan 
12:2).  The fateful decision to reject God will reap eternal consequences. A description of the 
fate of those who are resurrected to physical life, in the third resurrection, because they  
wilfully rejected God is also revealed in the following scriptures: Obad 1:16; Mal 4:3; Mt 3:10; 
Heb 6:4-8; 10:26-29; 2 Pet 3:7.  
 
Those included in the third resurrection, once resurrected, will know that they have missed 
out on the glorious Kingdom of God. The wicked will only see from afar, but not taste  
paradise in the Kingdom of God (Lk 13:27-28). Jesus illustrated in the Parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man in Lk 16:19-31, the reality of the resurrection from the dead, of both the 
righteous and the wicked. He described the resurrection to eternal life; in contrast to the 
ultimate fate of the wicked—the resurrection of damnation, which is the second death—
eternal death in the lake of fire! Lazarus is resurrected to eternal life, in the first resurrection. 
The rich man is resurrected more than 1,000 years later, in the third resurrection. He  
observes the flames of fire, and acknowledges his fate of doom, and is in mental torment, 
knowing that he will be cast into the lake of fire.  
 
As we’ve discovered in the scriptures, although God grants the opportunity for salvation, and 
desires all men to be saved, He does not force His will upon anyone. He grants free will-the 
ability to think, reason and make choices (2 Pet 3:9; 1 Tim 2:4).  
 
Furthermore, there is definitely the hope of a resurrection of all who have ever lived, from the 
beginning of the world to this present time. Everyone will be given a genuine opportunity to 
come to a knowledge and understanding of God’s spiritual truths, and choose to accept 
God’s way of life, and thereby inherit eternal life. But it will occur according to God’s will, plan 
and timing, and each in his own order (1 Cor 15:23). Only God has the power to raise the 
dead! Only God promises to reunite mankind with loved ones! Only in God do we have  
tremendous hope and a glorious future! He has a magnificent plan for humanity! (Jer 29:11). 
There is definitely hope beyond the grave! Jesus is the only way of salvation! (Acts 4:12). 
May God speed and bless the spectacular and glorious event of the future resurrection!  
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Hope Of The  
Resurrection 



 
What is the destiny and hope of mankind? Does God have a magnificent plan for all of our 
lives here on planet earth? Will there be a future resurrection? Or is death the end of every-
thing? What does the Bible say?  
 
According to God’s word, there is hope for a future resurrection, for everyone who has ever 
lived, or is presently living on earth (Jn 5:24-30; Acts 24:15). Scripture promises that the 
last enemy to be conquered is death (1 Cor 15:26). Everyone will be given an opportunity 
for salvation, either now or at a later time. It will not be eternal life up in heaven, but here on 
earth. Loved ones do not ascend to heaven upon death. Only Jesus is ascended to heaven 
and is now in heaven (John 3:13). (Read tract: ‘Is Heaven Your Reward?’) Furthermore, no 
one has an immortal soul (Ezek 18:20). (Read tract: ‘Is Your Soul Immortal?’). Otherwise, if 
the deceased are in heaven and have immortal souls, there would be no need for a  
resurrection. Therefore, let’s delve deeper into God’s word, and unravel the mystery of how 
many resurrections will take place, and who will be included in each of these resurrections.  
 
The First Resurrection: Scriptures provide more information about the first resurrection 
than for any other. Also called the “better resurrection,” because it is a resurrection to  
eternal life, immortality and glory (Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 6:14; Php 3:11; Heb 11:35). 
The first resurrection, is for those who are both called and chosen (Mt 22:14), and have 
been given an opportunity to be part of the firstfruits harvest of God’s family—called the 
“firstfruits of salvation.” They are spiritually undefiled (Jas 1:18; Rev 14:1-5). Being  
predestined by God, that is, chosen before the foundation of the world, they are sanctified, 
set apart and made holy for God (Jn 17:17; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Eph 1:4-5). They have made a 
choice to accept God’s calling (Jn 6:44). Scripture clearly states that those who belong to 
Christ have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:9, 14-17; Eph 1:13; 4:30), and  
therefore, have crucified the carnal nature with its passions and desires (2 Cor 5:17; Gal 
5:24; Eph 4:22-24), and overcome the world, meaning they have gained the victory over a  
habitually sinful lifestyle (Col 3:1-10; 1 Jn 2:15-17; 5:4-5). Obedience to God and His way of 
life is made possible through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which gives them strength 
(Php 4:13). Furthermore, obeying God means standing out from the crowd; and not  
conforming to the present world. In other words, not allowing the world to shape and define 
us. Their minds have been renewed (Rom 12:2; Eph 4:23), and opened to the knowledge 
and understanding of spiritual truths. They hold fast to, and love the spiritual truths that God 
has taught them through His Spirit, and put them to practice in their lives. They remain 
steadfast in the faith (Heb 10:23; Jas 2:17-20). They focus on God who takes pre-eminence 
in all areas of their lives, committing, devoting and dedicating their lives to serving Him 
faithfully and wholeheartedly, and doing His will, as workers in His vineyard (Mt 20:1-16;  
1 Cor 15:58). The parable of the talents (Mt 25:14-30) teaches us an important lesson—to 
use our talents and abilities, no matter how insignificant we may think they are. Spirit-
begotten children grow in spiritual character and inherent abilities—gifts and talents.  
They plant good seeds and bear good fruit (Gal 6:7-10). God’s people are in training at the  
present time to rule with Christ in His glorious future Kingdom, as kings and priests, at His 
return (Rev 5:10). Therefore, they must persist in doing the will of God, without fear, doubt, 
or discouragement, which are schemes that Satan uses to attempt to hinder God’s work 
(Read tract: ‘Fear The Lord’). 
 
The gate that leads to eternal life is narrow, and few find it (Mt 7:13-14). These few are the 
ones who are focused on the goal of everlasting glory in the Kingdom of God, and  
therefore, are determined to run and finish the race (Php 3:14), and apply themselves to  
overcoming (Rev 21:7), and remain loyal and faithful to God right to the very end of their 
lives, and are the “called, chosen and faithful” ones (Rev 17:14). Jesus said “many are 
called, but few are chosen” (Mt 20:16; 22:14). Those who will inherit the Kingdom of God, 
at the return of Christ, are a “little flock” (Lk 12:32). Only a small percentage are chosen out 
of the billions of people who have ever lived during the 6,000 years of this present age, or 
are living today (Jas 1:18; Rev 14:1-5). Furthermore, no one can come to Christ, unless he 
is drawn by God, the Father (Jn 6:44). Therefore, not everyone is chosen for salvation at 
this present time. Today is a day of salvation, but not the only day of salvation.  
 
Those in Christ, who are alive at His return, will be transformed into glorious immortal spirit  
beings. The dead in Christ, will be raised to immortality, and given bodies of spirit  
composition (Php 3:20-21; 1 Thes 4:13-18). These are the elect who have died from the  
beginning of time to the end of this present age. Scripture clearly states that flesh and 
blood, perishable and mortal beings cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. We must be  
transformed into immortal spirit beings (1 Cor 15:35-57). This spectacular event will occur 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the seventh or “last trumpet” when Christ returns in glory!  
(1 Cor 15:52; Rev 11:15). It’s important to note, that the life that Christ gives in the first  
resurrection, is called “eternal” or “everlasting” life (Jn 10:26-30). Those who are truly 
called, and identified as faithful Christians are the ones who have repented, and received 
the Holy Spirit, and therefore, are raised to life in the first resurrection, which is called “the 
resurrection of life” (Jn 5:28-29). Just like God resurrected Jesus (1 Cor 15:20), all true 
believers will be resurrected (2 Cor 4:14), but each in his own order (1 Cor 15:22-23).  
As mentioned previously, both true believers who have died in Christ, and those who are 
alive at the time of His return, will inherit eternal life in the Kingdom of God (1 Thes 4:13-
18). Throughout the Millennium, the saints will be appointed to rule with Christ over those 
who remain alive at His second coming. They will have dual roles, both kings and priests, 
thereby fulfilling their duties of ruling and teaching (Rev 5:10; 20:4-6).  
 
The Kingdom of God will have small beginnings, as illustrated by the “Parable of the  
Mustard Seed,” but ultimately, multitudes will be part of the divine royal family (Mark 4:30-
32). Great things grow from small beginnings. Christians who have come to a knowledge of 
God’s saving truth, have repented, received God’s Holy Spirit, and overcome in this life, 
and endured right to the very end, are the ones who truly have persisted in their calling, 
and have not returned to their former way of life. They strive to live a life of holiness, in 
obedience to God’s commandments (Eph 4:24; Col 3:1-6; Heb 12:14). God promises  
rewards to overcomers (Rev 21:7). It’s crucial that once they have become enlightened, 
that is, spiritually unblinded, that they do not commit the sin of apostasy, which is the  
unpardonable sin. It is to wilfully reject God, by living a deliberate and habitually sinful life-
style, in defiance and rebellion against Him, and thus, lose their eternal rewards (Heb 6:4-6; 
10:26-31). At the present time, God is already judging Christians (1 Pet 4:17-18). (Read 
tract: ‘Repent Or Perish!’). 
 
Who are the ones living during the Millennial reign of Christ with His saints?  
Those who live during the Millennium, are the survivors of the terrible plagues that will  
befall the world in the last days—an unprecedented time in all of mankind’s history,  
including the wrath of the Lamb, and the Battle of the great day of God Almighty, known as  

 
the Battle of Armageddon. (Read tracts: ‘Heavenly Signs Introduce The Day Of The Lord’  
& ‘Awesome And Exalted: Battle Of The Great Day Of God Almighty!’). Generations that live 
during the Millennium, will have their minds opened to a knowledge of spiritual truths, and 
therefore have an opportunity to qualify for eternal life, during the one thousand year reign of 
Christ with His saints, who will rule over these initial flesh and blood subjects in the Kingdom 
and government of God on this earth (Ps 110:2, 4-6; Is 11:4-10; Is 30:19-21; Is 35:3-10; 
41:14-20; Ezek 34:25; Zech 14:16-19). God’s benevolent and righteous rule, and His just 
laws will produce everlasting peace, joy and happiness for all people in His Kingdom. There 
will be no more wars and crime (Mic 4:1-4). Children born during the Millennium, will enjoy  
playing near formerly dangerous places, such as vipers dens, because animals will be tame 
(Is 11:6-9). Generations will experience God’s blessings, and enjoy peace, safety and  
security, beauty and prosperity, in a perfect utopian paradise on earth! (Read tract: ‘Will You 
Inherit The Kingdom Of God?’). 
 
Although scriptures do not mention specifically how eternal life will be given to those who live 
into and are born during the Millennium, it’s certain that God has a plan for them. It may be 
that after living out their physical lives as appointed by God (Job 14:5), those whom He 
judges as worthy, according to their righteous character and deeds of their lives, will be 
made immortal instantly upon death, and be included in the family of God. But this is only 
speculation, and we must never assume anything that God has not revealed in His word.  
 
Saints will not be up in heaven during the Millennium (1,000 years), and the earth will not be 
desolate. Rev 5:10 states: “And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth.” Rev 20:6 states: “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first  
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and 
of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” Therefore, we will be kings and priests 
during the Millennium. The role of a priest is to teach, and therefore, we will need subjects, 
that is, people to teach during the Millennial reign of Christ. We will be teaching them  
obedience to God’s way of life and His commandments. The role of a king is to reign, and 
rule over people. Reigning with Christ means that we too will be kings with Him. Therefore, 
the Kingdom and government of God must have a King, territory, law and subjects.  
Furthermore, Isaiah 24 describes the earth’s population at Christ’s return. Isaiah 24:6 states: 
that there will be few people left, after the Lord punishes the earth for its sins. The title of the 
passage in Isaiah 24 is: “The Lord’s Judgment on the Earth” (KJV), “The Lord’s Devastation 
of the Earth” (NIV), and “Impending Judgement on the Earth” (NRSV). Therefore it’s  
universal punishment. Not punishment on only one particular area of land. In spite of the 
enormous bloodshed, million’s of earth’s inhabitants will still be left alive. Christ’s rule will 
begin over these as His subjects.  
 
The Second Resurrection: Is for the vast majority of mankind who has ever lived on planet 
earth—all the unsaved dead. Billions who have ever lived during the 6,000 years of man’s 
self-rule on earth, under the influence of Satan the Devil, and died without receiving a  
knowledge and understanding of the truth of God’s word, will be given a genuine opportunity 
for salvation, in the second resurrection, which will occur after the Millennial reign of Christ 
on earth with His saints (Rev 20:5). Those included in the second resurrection, are the ones 
who never really knew God, neither did they truly know and understand God’s truth and way 
of salvation. What will happen at the end of the Millennium? Satan who will have been  
imprisoned throughout the Millennium (Rev 20:3), will be loosed for a “little season” (Rev 
20:7-10). What follows is the resurrection of everyone else who has ever died. They will be 
raised to life as physical, flesh-and-blood human beings (Ezek 37:1-14). During this time, 
humanity will finally hear God’s truth revealed to them, and have the very first real, just and 
fair opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, repent, and become a part of 
God’s Kingdom. It is not a second chance. There are those who teach that today is the only 
day of salvation, which is a false teaching. What about children, innocent victims of murder, 
genocide or oppression, and others who have died untimely deaths throughout the ages? 
Their lives were cut short for whatever reason, and they never had the chance to hear about 
Jesus or hold a Bible in their hands (Ecc 9:11-12). To sentence them to the lake of fire would 
be totally unfair! Therefore, they will have their very first real chance for salvation, and be 
resurrected to learn and understand God’s way of life, the Book of life and the gospel (Rev 
20:12; 2 Pet 3:9).  
 
The second resurrection (Rev 20:5), is also known as the Great White Throne Judgment, as 
referred to by the Apostle John in Rev 20:11-12. The dead will be judged according to their 
works (Heb 9:27; Rev 20:12). This means, they will have to demonstrate their love for the 
truth. Having just been resurrected, and their minds opened to a knowledge of God’s truth, 
and a chance to receive the Holy Spirit to understand His truth, it will take time to manifest 
the fruits of the spirit. Therefore, according to Is 65:17-25, it is a period of judgment that lasts 
100 years, not a day of judgment. It will be a sufficient period of time in developing holy and  
righteous character, in order to be born into the divine family of God as spirit beings. God will 
judge the vast majority of mankind, and provide a verdict either for or against eternal life. 
During that time, those resurrected will live for 100 years, regardless of their age when they 
died. Isaiah 65:20 states: “There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man 
that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being 
an hundred years old shall be accursed.” From this stage onwards, children will no longer be 
born. Two categories of people will exist: “the child,” and “the sinner.” In this case, “the child” 
refers to a righteous person. As Jesus mentions in Lk 18:17, we are to enter the Kingdom of 
God as a little child. Though, the prophet Isaiah states that the child will die, it’s because all 
people are appointed to die once before they are judged by God (Heb 9:27). The physical 
and temporal existence of the righteous will end. Those who belong to “the child”  
category, are the ones who will have accepted Jesus, repented, and received God’s Holy 
Spirit. They will have their mortal bodies transformed into immortal bodies. Consequently, 
becoming the spirit-born Sons of God, just as occurred with those who belonged to Christ at 
His return, and were raised to immortality in the first resurrection (1 Cor 15:35-57).  

 
We read in Ezek 37:14 that the Holy Spirit is granted to the resurrected Israelites. People of 
the house of Israel will know God, and begin a life in obedience to Him. By enduring and 
overcoming, they will receive eternal life (Rom 11:26, 32). Not just the people of Israel will be 
included in the second resurrection, Mt 12:41-42 reveals that the men of Nineveh and queen 
of the south “will rise up in the JUDGMENT,” with people who were alive in Jesus’ time. It 
refers to all unconverted people who have ever lived and died on the earth (Mt 10:15; 11:21-
24). 
 
The Third Resurrection: The third and final resurrection, is a resurrection to the second 
death, as described in Rev 20:13-15. Sadly but truly, there will be some who, despite coming 
to a knowledge and understanding of God’s truth, will ultimately and wilfully reject God and  


